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S1n, 


ah He ſad and deſperate condition his Ma- 
EN We jeſtyes ſacred perſon is in , hath filled me 
EZSD with much greater anxiety and diſquiet- 
weſs , then hath been uſuallco me ſince theſe 
unhappy times : And it is not often that 1 chink of 
«ny thing elſe but what may or ought to be done 
in order to the preſervation of it,as a Chriſtian, as a 
Subjeft : For Ibelieve bath dutyes are infeparably 
confoyned im this occaſion. The inquiſition after 
this led me into the conſideration of Gods diſpen- 


ſation of times and Jeaſons: and that as thyſe are not _ 


co be neglected, wherein there is freedom for our 
aftive-duty; {o neither theſe, wherein there is 
appearance of lictle elſe remaining , aye only 
for others to be encouraged and revived by the 
paſſive. (And truly I doubt not but the divine 
2oodneſs will a&t for our good ends , by our 
Chrittian readine(s for ufferngs.) And as.it is 


q : jor 

1 thus with times, ſoallo icis with perſons: ſome 

| are rather , or more decently qualifyed for this 
then that, atleaſt to give example and authority to 
It. 


Theſe cogitations drew from me the conſide= 
rations herein incloled ; which I have addreſſed 
tO —— becauſe I aſſure my ſelf much of your 
gentleneſs. have already communicated them to 
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a very learned , reverend and pious but I will 
not adventure much further in it , untill I have 
alſo your ſenſe of the expediencyof the thing, For 
neither to the reputation of the matter , untill it be 
maturely conſidered of or to any perſon, would I be 
cauſe of inconvenience. And indeed,if it be ſo well 
encouraged by your ſelf., and ſuch others of like re- 
putation, as it is by Hm, it will become me after- 
ward to be ſilent (as I conceive, ) for I have a 
better Heart then a Head tor this buſineſs. I pro- 
feſle I have a jealous eye upon the Scots and Preſ- 
byterians, who,L.doubt not, would make malicious 
advantages upon any colourable defect of our 
Clergy. I ſhall adde this, that thoſe ot my profel. 
ſion are not idle , but are confident and vigilant. 
And truly it were a vile /hame for us of all quali- 
fications, if this excellent Prince ſhould be loſt, and 
we not able to excuſe our ſelves , that no means 
was left unattempted for his preſervation; Whom 
L beleech God to comfort and defend. To whole 
protection I allo leave you, &c. 


Feb. tl» 1647. 
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POST-SCRIPT. 


| rem it gives weight and encouragement to 
this proceeding,both his Majeſties late excellent 
Declaration to his Subje&ts , as alſo the Reſolution 
of the Houſes to exhibir theirs to the people, - 1. 
heartily wiſh this were timely ficred for this con- 
JunCEures 


The ( onſiderations incloſed. 


Fre Rreight durance his Majeſtyes ſacred perſon is 

held under, the late Declaration of the Army , 
(with which the Commons have concurred, ) 
to act without and againſt the X7ng, puts ir paſt 
all ſcruple , that the flagitious and execrable relolu- 
tion of thele men hath engaged chem paſt re- 
tiringzand (which 1s yer worle) that they-cannot 
but proceed to the deepeſt and utmoſt villanyes and 
mpietyes- 

There is not leſs queſtion-of this,then of what 
ought to ſucceed it, which is, that their impudence 
mult be encountred with a-Chriſtian courage, zeal, 
and reſolution ſuperiour to it : otherwile 'cs a 
doubt not to be {lighced, that theſe mcn;and coo 
many others ſeduced by them,will have a leeming 
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cauſe to believe themſclves,that Theological truths 
are morecomroverſiall , then thole Aftronomicall 
or Aitrologicall, wherein lines and Images are only 
fctioned , to make Schemes for Sciences and 
Diſcourſe.1l am not 7 cr free of this ſcry- 
le, though ic looks ſo /tupendionſty irreligious. + 

F Tad the whole 5.n_yE A verity 
be ſhaken (ifnor ſubverted,) in this Nation, when 
this {o great a trab in it ſhall not be vigorouſly 
averred ; That an eſtabliſhed Magiſtracy is Gods 1m. 
mediate Miniſter, and ought not, cannot, with Chriſtian 
profeſſion, be depoſed by thoſe that owe obedience and 
allegiance toit ? 1 am fully perſwaded that ic is ſo 
neceſſary 2 truth, that were it tyed to the ſtake, and 
the flemes about it , even there ought we to offer 
our ſelves to viadicate it,and contend for it ; orelle 
adicu Chriſtian-Proteſtant protefſton. 

The feed of the 'Church was Suffering : Amd {hall 
it be loſt for wantof fuffering.,, after it is grown 
ro :ſuch a perfeFion ? The ancient Patterns maſt be 
imicared , if we expect theſame benediftion 
ſhould preſerve co ws , what was fo proutly and 
plorioully planted by them. I think I miſtake noc 
my mealure;this errour amonglt men lyes not in 
the bram bur in the heart : therefore Jnſftrftions 
want noc,, but frenuous Examples of Chriſtian 
aeale ; which (I perſwade my fclf). will moſt 
deantthem. For thole bdlieve, whatthey want of 
ps:in erxth, theey ſupply an pertmnacity. ; 
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All this conſidered, is it not now feaſonable (I 
believe it was not {o till now , but becauſe the 
reaſons are ſo obvious I will not trouble you 
with them) for a conſiderable number of our 
learned ſt, graveſt, and moſt pious Divines (though 
they excecd not the number .of 20 they will be 
enough) in a grave and ſober manner (for thoſe 
tart reprehenſions,of which every day there wants 
not tore , ſuite not the weight of this buſineſs, 
being rather movings of ſpleen then ſanity) to 
preſent untothe Honſes , That a Government eſta- 
bliſhed is Gods iramediate Mimiſter,and That an at- 
tempt to depoſe it is an high imprety againſt God, 
and his known truth plainly and expreſly taught 
us in the holy Scriptures; That his Maje/ty is in- 
dubicably Gods Vicegerent over us , and that this 
allegiance we owe unto Him we have atteſted by 


the oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance ; That not 
any of his Swhjefts can ſtretch forth their hands 
againft Him and be guitleſs , That they demand 
(according to the practice of the holyeit Chriftians 
in all ages) artime and place tor prove this great 
truth they now affere , by evidence our of the 
Scripture , and if this be not allowed they , then 
ro declare , they refuſe notito/feabir by Martyr- 
dome ? | Ht 

| do very readily acknowledge that the qu 
lifcations tor fo Ss an magadpenent rs. 
weighty and ſerious ; and that to milk into-Mareyr- 
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(8) 
dome , (as long as God hath left ns any juſtifiable 
humane means) may want as much of true Chyifti- 
an piety,as it may leem of prudence. God hath en. 
gaged Our nature to many and ſeveral dutyes and 
funftions zand each hath its ſeverall lawes and rules 
proper, whereby they are loſet on work,that each 
may attain theirdue and proper ends : nor is the 
greateſt means alwayes beſt , when there are 0- 
thers,chough leſſe, yet fitter. Burif I miſtake nor, 
ventum eſt uſque ad Triarios : we rauſt bring up the 
Reſerve. God hath in his juſt judgements (upon 
our Eſtates and Perſons) permitted all our tempo- 
rall endeavours to be diſſipated and fruſtrated , 
we may ſay , Our Yanand our Battel are routed: 
but if the courage of this our reſerve fails us not, 
I hope we ſhall ally our ſelves again about ir, & 
by the divine goodnels have a faire day of it, This 
will awaken all, encourage the balf-ſpirited , corrobo- 
rate all honeſt & ſincere minds. Me thinks I have 
reaſon too on my fide, when I believe it will ea- 
fily fall into this ſequence. All the Clergy of 
England (with very little exception) will fecond 
ſo Chriſtian an example, Beſides moſt entire fa- 
milyes will be engaged ; and ſcarce will there be 
one but will have a ſhare in it. For to this point 
the Presbyterians will frankly concurre : diverſe 
reputed. Indeperidents (of whom I know ſome 
much valued by themſelves) will be joyned unto 
you: and evenin the Army the Impreſſion of : 
Wi 
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will be notable. Nor can their preſent power pre- 
vent the expreſjion of ſo wniver/all a fenſe , ſo 
pieufly incited,and fo well warranted. 

Whereby will appear their paxcity. Upon good 
advertiſement I am affured, that they believe they 
have the Hearts of the greater number of the peo- 
ple , fo much hath their proſperity dazed them: 
But of nothing am I more certain, then that the 
have not the fourtieth man. And an expedient like 
this, tolet both the people and them into a view 
one of another , I know not. And yet allo would 
this be further proſecuted : This atteſtation 
would be ſent into Scotland, and all the ProteFtant 
Churches and States of Europe (for with the others 
we communicate not.) And foritI know an 
expedient proper and of reputation. 

If this progrefle of ic ſhould fail, though 
improbably , which hath ſuch a politick 
ſeemingnels in it; yet in my opinion,it doth not 
at all vitiate the pious part of it : the means and 
end being throughout truly Chriſtian, I ſay, if it 
ſhould fail, yet I ſee not that any thing we can 
do or ſuffer,can more then anſwer the importunity 
of the occaſion, and the neceſſity _ upon 
us as Chriſtians to do the utmoſt of our duty. 
How long , and with how many arts-and ſub- 
tletyes have theſe men abuſed and deluded the people 
with the pretenſions of their candid intentions,only 
to preferve the Laws of the Nation and the Pro- 
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teſtant Profeſſion?But now that they are poſſefled 
of ſo great power , with what impudence do they 
confound thoſe , and with what impigty do they 
ſubvert this ? But ſince in this caſe both thoſe do ſo 
well accord, were it not beſt to ſetthis laſt-named 
in the front, and to draw up the Civil. affair to it , 
and though we contend for both , yer to fight 
underthe banner of this, in ſome ſuch manner 
as I have ſtared it, and by your wiſdom will be 
diſpoſed into the beſt Order ? 

I ſhall adde ſuch a conſideration more , that if 


it ſtood ſingly , yet in my opinion would juſtify 


and quit the coſt of any endeavour , or indurance, 


. Tharis , the anparallell'd ſufferings of this great. 


Prince; to which I know nothing ſuperiour , but 
his incomparable vertues. Believe me,multitudes of 
men are miſtaken, if in the point of his temporal 
affairs, he had not been in a much better condition, 
(though 1 confeſſe not in a good one, ) had he 
timely relaxed.much of his conſtancy and ſincerity 
rowards the Rights , preeminencies and patri-. 
mony of the Church. Neither is our obligation but 


very great to Him , his ſufferings being for our 


Lawes ; lo unqueitionably is our proſperity mixed 
with his dignity. Now Thall this great Perſonage 
ſuffer impriſonment, deprivation of Majeſty , abſence 
of all worldly comforts, and minutely hazards of 
life, tor his magnanimous ſtedfaftneſs to your and 
our advantages,and we not ſtruggle tor Him wich 
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our utmoſt endeavours* Life were inſeparable from 
much infamy with ſuch ingratitude, And truly in 
humane reaſon (the utmoſt imployment where- 
of God (I doubt not) expects at our hands) I 
know no grard for his life , but by ſome means 
or other to make it manifeſt how dear he is to 
his people , and their readineſs to teſtify how in- 
ſeparably united Gods truth 1s with the cauſe of his 
Majeſty. This onely -next under God muſt awe 
them, preſerve Km. | 

I cannot refuſe to believe that this caule, as 
to the Crown , will riſe again: becauſe I ſee not a 
bottom or foundation in humane reaſon for this 
ſurreptitious power to eftabliſh it lelf in the order it 
{cems now to point at, Though I do allo very 
fully confefle,that great miſchiefe are eaſily under 
their power. Bur if thele only were prevented, 
amongſt which the ſafety of this ſacred Perſon is 
of higheſt importance, we had no cauſe to "—_ 
of ſuch pious endeavours. And ſhould the caule of 
the Crown (with which Gods truth is ſo firml 
combin'd) reſuſcitate without ſuch Chriſtian aides, 
little were it to the honowr of che preſent clergy 
and thoſe that now ſerve at the Mitar : and if re- 
demption come ingly ſome other way , their ſhare 
could be little looked after (of which truly none 
is more. paſſionately tender then my ſelf Jnor were 
the Proteſcant Profeſſion well vindicared : which 


(I doubt not to ſay) hath received a deep wound 
| | B 2 (bur 
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but 1 hope not mortall) by the anchriſtian pro- 
ceedings of theſe vile and deteſtable men amongſt 
us. | 
This have offered to your candour , prudence 
and piety , which truly I hold in great reverence ; 
othetwiſeI would not thus have expoſed my ſelf 
to the cenſure of it. The weakneſs of the advice , at 
leaſt the unskilfull digeſt of ic , I ſhall readily ac- 
knowledge, but the ſincerity and zeal of my heart 
for the cauſe to which it is directed, I ſhall never 
be aſhanid of, 

But after all this I ſhall make this concluſion, 
and I pray believe I am ſerious and ſincere in it. 
Let me not be miſtaken, that ſhould ſeem to 
reprove a ſlackneſs in thoſe whom I think proper 
to take up this matter of them/elves. Indeed Iam 
not at all guilry of it. I doubt nor but great num- 
bers have been long ſince ready for this encounter ; 
atd perhaps diſpoſing themſelves co it , ina 
much better manner, then Thave propoſed. I have 
onely offered my opinion. Receive it I pray as it is, 
I may affirine, inthe weake#t part of it not want- 
ing ſome meaſure of a pious jealouſy (as a Son 
of this Church) for this great Verity taught and 
profelled in it,arid as a tranſport of that duty and 
care I have for the ſafety of this Gracious Prince , 
my Maſter. To which I ſhall adde , that I have 
had too much experience in this wotld to be 
ignorant of this frequent trath if affaices ; Thar 

in 
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in good men there is alwayes a modeſty accom- 
panying them , that oftentimes they begin over- 
late ; And it is almoſt proper to them neither to 
machinate,nor to be overhaſty to encounter wicked 
deſignes. Bur, if I erre not, this isthat point and 
article of time, wherein your Order are to manifeſt 
their full perſwaſion of this verity in Chriſtian Re- 
ligion z vindicate it as it is profeſt by the Church of 
England , anſwer the kindneſs and ſtedfaſineſs of 
the Xing to the Clergy, protef# that Life which 
was our Protettion , and is in ſuch nhminent ha- 
zardfor it: By all which _ Gods blel- 
ſing) you may lay a foundation of reviving both 
in Church and State , that which now looks {o 
cadaverouſly. 
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My Loxvp, 


[ T joy's me not a little , that in the late refuſall 
of the Lords concurrence with the Commons 
Houle concerning the triall of his Majeſty , you 
were there, and hadan eminent ſhare in ir, The 
blood of our Familyes being mixed , it is a grief to 
me, I could not bear a part with you in ſo ver- 
tuous and commendable an ation , yet a large 
part of contentment in it cannot be denyed me. 
You are (unqueſtionably ) on firm ground. If 
you ftirre an inch from ir, you fall. It you keep 
your ſtation confidently, magnanimouſly you are ſafe, 
undoubtedly ſafeſt; if coldly and with trepidation, 
you are run'd , loit. Are the dangers great ? the 
occaſion is much greater : and the whole affair is 
therefore great , becaule greatned by hazards of 
the higheſt nature to the publick, to your particular. 
I have bought experience at a dear rate : but into the 
bargain I have no very imperfect knowledge of 
theſe men. Let them but meet a well-grounded 
and juſtifyable zeal , greater then their miſguided 
fury, you ſhall render them yecolle&ed : and you 
have begun a conqueſt upon them, when they per- 
ceivean engaged reſolution. Ler them but ſee there 
is a generoſity and incredible courage prepared to 
ſterame the torrent of their fury , they muit , they 
Will yield way to it, 
The 
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The caſe of the W . Kingdome hath long 
been a /ad and a heavy one;but now at length it is 
a plain one too. Though your. Lordſhips ſeem ar 
preſent to appear moſt upon the ſtage, the Eclipſe 
of the King hath very ſenſibly obſcured the _ 
and brightneſs of the Gentry alſo : And therefore 
it may be the caſylier believed, that although 
the King at preſent hath very little attendance, and 
ſolemnity about his Perſon , his Interrment mult be 
accompanied with the conſiderableſt part of the 
Nobility and Gentr), and with the demolition of 
King ſhip; and the mutation of Monarchy in this 
Commonweale , together with that of Nobility 
and Gentility , will be attended with that of the 
civill and ſober diſtinfign.of all degrees. 

Itis not unealy to be diſcerned (as elated as 
theſe menare with their /ioryes ) that yer there is 
a kind of heſitation, and ſtop in their carriere. For 
now the time being come that they are to conſi- 
dec how they ſhall retain and rule what they 
ſeem to have gained , they begin to perceive that 
there is a wide difference berween making a con- 
queſt over their fellow-citizens (of which their 
own unhappy differences will lay claime to the 
greateſt ſhare) and governing them contrary to their 
own appetites by ſo ſmall a part of themſelves : And 
that means are caſilyer found and readyer at 
hand to diſcompoſe and diſorder a State , then ſuch 
as ſhall compoſe and rule it, eſpecially when -3 
= dif- - 
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differing to long-ingraffed cu/tomes and the incli- 
nations of the people. Attack them then in this 
muſing mood , though they do ule an arrificiall 
confidence that they act the ſenle of the people.” Tis 
true,they are in ſome preſent awe of their power, 
or rather in a kind of prelent amazement attheir 
boldneſs : An expedient mult be uſed for the peo- 
ple to reſume courage,and to declare their incling- 
tions. I need ſcarce name who are the fitteſt to 
contrive the way , and give the onſet. Itcan be 
none but your Lordſhips; none will begin before 
you,and there is none but will follow you. Make 
then a Declaration (by a competent number of 
you that are readyelt at hand (for ſome haſt muſt 
be uſed conſidering the Kings danger) the reſt 
will ſpeedily follow you) of your horrour and de- 
teſtation to \uch a proceeding againſt your an- 
omted King and lawfull Soveraign, (your Lordſhips 
will beſt order it: ) Invite all the Clergy , all the 
Profeſfſours of the Law to make their ſeverall 
ſubſcriptions under their ſeverall qualifications. 
Thoſe in London are ready at hand and will ſpee- 
dily follow you. . Then the Countyes and Cityes 
will undoubtedly haſten their teſtimonyes. This 
occaſion is ſo large, it incloles , comprehends all 
opinions : Whatloever ownes humanity , will be 
joyned ro you, The paucity of thele prodigious Regi- 
cides , Parricides , will quickly appear as Monſters 
not contained within the terms and limits of 

humane 
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humane nature. Nor can the power and wigilancy of 
the Army hinder the progreſle of this : orit they 
attempt it , they do half-work , it deſtroyes their 

pretenſ1ons and will irritate the peopletoa revenge 

Send ſuch a Declaration to the Generall and the 
Councell of Warr. Let them fee there isa noble - 
Confidence and reſolution that will backe it and not 
be refuſed. Demand a ſtop of the proceedings, un- 
till the people have delivered their /uffrages by 
their ſubſcriptions, They will own you as re- 
gardfull of them for preſerving them from the 
imputation of ſo high a guile of ſo unſpeakable a 
crime,as theſe would impoſe upon them. 

T his proceeding (I acknowledge) is not or- 
dinary, not exampled : but the occaſion is alto- 
gether new,and ſo unimaginable, That (all the cir- 
cumſtances weighed) all hiftoryes are filent,chat 
the like thing ever entered into the heart of 
man, as this intended enterpriſe of theſe men of 
the Army: That a King and a free Monarch , the 
Proteftour of our municipall Lawes ſhould, contra. 
ry to all Lawes,to our own Lawes, but yet with 
the impudent ſemblance of a packed Iury , be fubmit- 
ted unto a triall for his Life, To encounter this 
horrid novelty a way altogether new muſt be exco. 
gitated, and ſeconded with a courage and confi- 
dence above ordinary. Why may not your Eord- 
ſhips find it convenient to remonſtrate to all 


Kings, Princes,States, Potentates and Nobility your 
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diſclaimure of ſo foul ( matter ; and deſire their 
aſſiſtance,if it may be timely had, for the preſerva- 
tion of his ſacred Majeſties Life * For if that were 
bur in a reaſonable ſecurity , you need not doubt 
bur that the Kingdome hath more then means 
enough to ſtrugle for it (elf and recover its ancient 
Lawes and Government {rom ſuch a vertiginous 
and giddy generation ; who have the impudence to 
deriyea title and authority tor their proceedings 
from viſions and revelations. Give but the people 
an honcurable example they will follow you , and 
vindicate both you and themſelves from being 
conſidered as ſuch a ſilly generation , that they 
ſhould ſuffer themlelyes, to be couzend out of 
their good, known, and eſtabliſhed Lawes; and in the 
place of them , to be impaled upon by imagina- 
tions and Dreams. 

1 deſpair not of Gods wonderſull providence 
over his ſacred Majeſties Perſon and Life : bur char 
ſuſpends not our endeavours. He expeRs we 
ſh. uld work wich Him by thoſe humane means 
he hath lefc us, Ir grieves me, I can do nothing 
elle but rubbe my fingers «pon paper:an imploayment 
that fits not my Genius, Per force I mult da it, or 
nothing, And becaule I would not be guilty of 
leaving any thing undone that I can do, I have 
applyed wy leltro it, and directed it ro your 
Lordſbip. To whom | wiſh chat all the adyaptages 
that ever happened 10 any neble endeavour may 
 kucceed,and reſt, Tower, Jan,g. 1648. ours,05 c. 
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SIR, 


He conjeftures of men are ſtrangely vzrious 

(yea of the ſame perſons) concerning the /a- 
fety or danger of the King, my Maſter: Some 
times their hopes , other cimes their fears prevail 
moſt. I ſhould be much aſhamed if 1 were 
the leſt guilty of lo univerſall an inquietude , in ſo 
juſtifiable an occaſion,and ariſing trom ſogood 
a ground, as a kindneſs and reverence they owe to 
their lawfull Prince, I frankely give you leave to 
think (nordolI value the inconvenience itcould 
draw a long with it, ) that there is not that ho. 
neſt expedient in the world to ſerve Hm by , that 
I would not hazard my (elf in, to imploy for 
Him : nor doll know what earthly felicity it is , 
could be ſo welcomto me , as to advance a ſtep, 
beyond any other, in my duty toward Him. Bur 
my preſent condition refuſerh me the ability of any 
thing elſe, but that of invocating the favour of God 
for Him, and making my addrefles to you , 
whom I take to be the figure that gives the deno- 
mination to the ſequence of a great many cyphers 
that follow you: And therefore I do the rather 
believe that a perſon, that ſignifyes ſo much , will 
the better apprehend what weight and ſignih- 
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and Chriſtian ations ; and that theſe at laſt will 
make a Conqueſt upon all choſe, that a withour 
their Commiſſion. 

I can hardly perſwade my ſelf into (T think) 
the too common opinion,that the extraordinary 
ſucceſſe and felicity that hath conſtantly followed 
your attempts (who as the ſaying is , ſeem to 
have hired fortune to ſerve you at day-wages) hath 
dazled that light ot underſtanding that formerly 
was uluall to you. You cannot forget the advan- 
tages on the Houſe's part , and the Infirmityes and 
wants on the Kings part at the beginning of the 
warre; and that the complication of many favou- 
rable accidents on the part of your affairs will 
challenge a ſharein the ſucceſse , yer is there a 
large roome too left for your merit inMartiall con- 
daft ; and you. have cauſe cnough to.yalue your 
ſelf upon a better foundation then the event of Bat- 
tels, and ſucceſſes in warre. Proverbiall wiſdom is 
not the worſe, becaule eafilyeſt learnt , It ſeldom 
happensthat the ſame man is Happy and Wiſe 
together. And if that leſſonalſo be good , That 
Affliction makes men underitand, it is the Academy in 
which I have been ſtrictly dilciplin'd for 7 years, 
ſo that I muſt either be an egregious Dunce, or no 
ill Cy for you; there being a Perſon ſcarce 
ro be found , that lyeth under ſo dangerous a 
temptation, of ſeeming proſperity , and therefore fat- 
teſt to be adviled and councelled to ſobriety and 
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wiſdom. Of this I do afſure you I do fo little re- 
pine at your proſperity, and caſy opportunityes of 
fixing your ſelf ſecurely in it, that if you do as 
much juſtify your love to the tranquility of the 
Nation by a diſcreet wniting the Kimg and his 
people , as you have been inſtrumencall in their 
long ſeparation, I ſhall prize your prudence, courage, 
induſtry , and ſobriety , at as high an eſtimate , 
as the ſufficienteſt wit can deliver it in lan- 
uape. 

I doubt not,but both of us are eaſily agreed in 
this point, That ſucceſs legitimats not a quarrel, nor 
the puwer which ſupports it ; neither are the Inſtru- 
ments of the calamity of a Nation thereby juſti- 
fyed. We cannot but remember and obſerve, that 
it is no more then the filthyeſt and imperfetteſt 
creatures have heretofore effected ; which have 
driven people out of their countryes ; made deſert, 
[lands extremely fertile. Have not frozs and Lo- 
cuſts deſolated Empyres ? and other vermmie ruined 
great Cittyes,and large Territoryes:By thele means 
God magnifyes his own power and Juſtice: the 
Inftruments remain but what they were, their na- 
rure and quality not changed. But in the adts of 
Gods Grace and favour to thole who have been 
inſtrumenrall in de/trufive prattices thereisa mu- 
tation of qualitzes ; an ejection of thoſe vicious, 
and an intuſion of contrary graces ; and thole 
affects and appetites , which are neceſſary and 
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comaturall, but miſenided , are by his goodnefs 
guided to good ends. And thus was Saul from a 
furtous perſecutor transformed to a zealous Pro- 
feſſour ; from a deſtroyer of the Church to a Maſter- 
builder-up of tt» No doubt but God ir both had 
his ends by and upon S.Pax!: and from my ſoul 
I wiſh it , that your cafe may have a ſimilicude 
with h1s.that of him inthe Spirituall affair, (which 
was the function to which he was ſeparated) 
you may be a reſemblance in the temporal, and 
from a deſtroyer (by Gods goodneſs) rendered a 
reſtorer. This in patlage to thoſe other conlidera- 
tions I intended to you. 

That which weighs moſt, and lyeth heavieſt 
upon-rmens hearts is, the fear of the Kings Perſon; 
that the whole Kingdome may lye under the 
impuration of che guilt of violence offered to ir ; 
and that a mutation of the form of Government ſhall 
ſucceed it. If this bethe end aimed ar, then my 
preſent endeavouris to demonſtrateto you, how 
humanely impoſſible it is to attain unto it. Firſt 
there 1s no example (the neceſſary circumſtances 
obferved) that encourageth ſuch an endeavour, 
For examine all the Stores of all States, and you 
will not find ſo much as one inſtance (I pray ob- 
ſerve how I propole it) that ever any people within 
the fifth degree (1 night double the proportion) 
as we of England are, or in the ſame degree ſo ſpa- 
cious aterritory , were ever transfortied from a 
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Monarchy, to an Ariftocracy, or Democracy. Some 
Cittyes and petty Principalityes have ſomtimes ſuf- 
fered a change to thoſe Forms ; and from thence 
have arrived (yet not withouc deſperate, inteſtine 
ſeditions and wexations) to a great Pwſiance : The 
people growing up and increaſing with the widening 
of the State, the Governing by multitudinous Coun- 
cels through conſtant habit and pratile hath nor 
alwayes ill ſucceeded. Bur to attempt to intro- 
duce ſuch a form (which is fo vitrious and brittle, 
and ſo caſtly carried into diftemper , tumult and 
multitude being ſcarce ſeparable) upon ſuch a huge 
maſſe of people , as we of this Nation are, and alto- 
gether wnexpect and undefirous of it , the matter it 
{elf in reaſon will be found maniteſtly repugnant 
to, and not ſuſceptible of, ſuch forms ; nor is there 
a pattern to be found,to give any light of direFon 
tor the managing of ſuch a deſigne. Reaſons 
may be leduced trom the accidents happening 
this Parliament, which well weighed and ponder. 
ed will afford matter more then enough to clear 
this queſtion. Som-thing like an example may 
be produced (chough rarely too) that large Mo- 
narchyes have been cantonized. But that (I think) 
few have any /ealouſy is intended.. 

The next conſiderable is, That the change from 
the ancient and long-cltabliſhed rule of Governing 
will demoliſh all the received rules of property.. 
And if that inconvenience be , with difficulcy 
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provided for, yetthe people will not expedt o- 
ther, but that with new Lords they mult have new 
Lawes': And more then probable it is that the 
people will be ſhaken into ſuch an apprehenſion 
ofit , that they may fall upon the Heads of the en- 
terpriſers. We frequently lee that people are hard- 
ly reclaimed from cu/toms barbarous and wnreaſo. 
nable ; how much lefle can our Nation (the beſ? 
civilized the world hath known) be withdrawn 
from thelove of Lawes , ſo prudently conſtituted, 
and under which they have ſo long continued , 
thac the very deſires of the people are aſſtmilated in- 
to the nature of their Lawes. I he people & theLawes 
will alwayes be alike. Aretheir Lawes Monarchi- 
call,ſo will be the affetions of the people * Cufom 
is a ſecond nature , and in many things goes beyond it. 
Upon what principle, upon what authority mult 
ſuch a proceeding be founded? Ir can be no 
other but , that the people have the right and power 
to depoſe an eſtabliſhed Government , ereft a new form 
arraigne the ſupreme Magiſtrate , and execute Hm. 
Herein is all H;ſtory ſilent, and it will not only 
be diſclaimed by all thoſe you call Cavaliers and 
Presbyterians , but alſo by a conſiderable number 
of Independents: the remainder then will amount 
to a ſlender body of people. So that whereas the 
pretence is , that the ſence of the people is acted , 
nothing will prove to be a groſſer mtake. Bur 
this embroilment in the State , eſpecially upon 
this 
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this principle, will make all Kimgs partyes to the 
quarrell : Yea all States thac adminiſter Ariſto- 
cratically , will be throughly engaged to defend 
their right of ruling.So thar there is little queſtion 
but that the greateſt calamity that can befall a 
Nation will inevitably be drawn upon «s , that 
iS, a forrain invaſion. And Trade (which nature 
ſcems to have deligned our Nation moſt pro- 
perly for) will be embarred by all Kings and thoſe 
States, Nor can it be expected that permiſſion 
will be givento thoſe of our Nation to Trafick, 
who derive themſelves from a State , from 
whence they ſhall bring the contagion of fo de- 
ftruftive a maxime to thole rules of governing, where 
they expect commerce. Yea even popular States will 
abhorre (o prodigious a principle and proceeding; they 
having been urged by necellicy to uſe a ſupreme 
Magiſtrate , though for time limited, yet exempt 
from queſtion and triall: whereof theancient State 
of Rome gives us frequent Examples. No man 
ſure 1s ſo mad as to ſearch our Chronicles for a 
preſident of this nature, 

' The conſideration of Scotland will have a large 
ſhare in chis affair: for the Regall Rule can re- 
ceive no diminution, much leſle alteration here , but 
that ic muſt make a notable impreſſion on chat 
State ; and can have no other event but a diſunion 
of the Nations, the union of which hath ever been 


ſo much conſidered and vehemently defered by all 
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our prudenteſt Princes , and by the moſt fortunate 
Martialiſts of them, (with ſo much fruicle(s loſle 
of blood) often attempted , yet afterward by 
Gods providence fo happily effefed , and in a 
moſt peaceable manner , tothe univerlall con- 
tentment of all forts in both Nations. *Tis 
not poſſible there can be an union of Nations , 
where there is a di/ſimilitude in the nature and 
form of Government; for they will perpetually 
rive one with another. Nor can a violence upon 
the per/on of the King but prepare a way to ler 
Scotland into a quarrell undeniably pſt , and un- 
avoidably neceſſary , for the lofſe of their Liege 
Loyd and leWfwdl Soveraign , and wnconſnlted wich. 
To this conſideration of Scotland I'le joyn that of 
Ireland. Tis apparent that the Army will have 
more then their hands full (if Scotland ſirpt) 
with the yexations and difficultyes that will atiſe 
here at home. For of the Commons houſe (which you 
call) the repreſentative of the people , an righth 
part remains not , with any countenance for the 
Army ; nor thoſe neither doth the awe of the army 
retain rwhited to one ſenſe :* Take allo inco the 
reckoning thoſe who have betn expelled the 
Houſe for adhering to the King in this warre, 
which at leaſt will be four or five parts more : the 
remaining part of the Cords have difclaimed to 
have atiy Thare in ſuch proceeding. So char by 
this IDraex of the Nation you may fee the Spirit 
of 
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of the whole body of V+. Nobility, Gentry, all per- 
ſons of diſtintion , and all of any competent [ub- 
ſiſtence : and I am perſwaded , (beſides the un- 
ſucceſsfull eriall that hath been made of ſome 
perſons pratifed and learned in the Laws, )eyen 
thoſe of your late ſelefted Jury or Judges for the 
Kings triall, will fail the promoters of it, Indeed all 
things refuſe them ; and doubtleſs fo will you 
too: when calmly and recolleFedly you ſhall caſt 
your eye upon ſo horrible a ſpefiacle , you cannot 
ſet it long reſt there. We then thus turmoil'd and 
diſquieted , Ireland will beleft to it ſelf , or rather 
worſe,a prey to a forrain Nation : a large King- 
dome , the fertileſt foile of the Northern parts of 
Europe , happy beyond England for number and 
conveniency of Ports and Havens : ſo that ine- 
vitably with ic the deſtruftion of the Empire of 
this Nation over the Seas, and the ceflation of trade 
muſt enſue ; and after it, unſpeakable miſery and 
poverty to our Nation , and eternall infqmy to the 
canſers of ir. 

Very conſiderable allo is the faſhion and ſhape 
of che proceeding , which (they lay) is intended 
againſt his Majeſty; ſo ugly monſtrous and deformed, 
that when ic appears upon the ſtage to at, the 
horrogr of it will irritate the whole Nation to re- 
Tenge. What? (tor it is not otherwiſe appre- 
hended) that a Councell of Warre of that Army, 
that profeſle tro at under and by the _— 

D 2 (s 


(28) 
of the twoHoulſes,ſhould impoſe Rules tojudge 
by , and Judges for thoſe rules too, upon thoſe 
whom they have profeſſed to be their Legiſlators, 
and that for the triall (by their own acknow- 
ledgement) of the dignifyedit Perſon of the King- 
dome , therefore not more then any other ſub- 
mittable to an arbitrary power and extra-judiciall 
proceeding. Who is it that after this can expect e- 
curity of life , or quiet poſſeſſion of any thing 
he hath ? Ir is ſaid (but who almoſt can believe 
it?) thatatitle 1s derived from Revelation and 
inſpiration : If it were but talk, it were but ridicu- 
lous , and would be thought fo {imple , that ic 
would not be condemned as guilty of malice, but 
ro act underſuch a notion , were a plain confeſ. 
ſion that all other titles are inſufficient, Nay if 
it be but. mingled with any other pretenſions, the 
peſlilent quality of it would poiſon all the reſt: 
and, believe it,the dropping of ſuch expreſſions , 
by the wobereſt of thole that call themſelves of 
your party , hath incredibly diſcredited thoſe who 
are indeed well-adviſed. Away with it then , as 
that which will bring the certaine/t and ſuddeneſt 
deftruftion, as that which will enrage the whole 
Naticn to a furious Vindication of themſelves, from 
being conſidered as {uch a ſilly generation of people, 
that ſhould be coulened our of their good, known, 
and eFtabliſhed Lawes ; and in the place of them 
ſuffer themſelyes to be impoſed upon by imagi- 
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nations and Dreams , which every morning muſt 
be declared to be the foregoing nights legiſlative 
power. The people do already take themſelves to 
be ſcornfully mocked , that they muſt be figma- 
tiz'd with the defamation of lo impious an at, as a 
violence offered to the life of their ſacred and 
anointed King ; and that the a&t of ſo {light a part 
of their Truſtees muſt redound to their ſhame, 
who ſhunning the light of eſtabliſhed Rules , 
which wovld have guided them, (the paths they 
expected they ſhould have walked in) do in 
this ſo palpably wander from their truſt , and the 
ſenſe of thoſe who truſted them, and that ſo in- 
conſiderable a part of them ſhould let up a fig- 
ment of fancy to be idolized. Conſider the Com- 
mons Houſe (if yet it may be ſo called) allow 
(which cannot be refuſed) the Knights to be the 
Repreſentatives of the Shires , which truly is the 
main of the people, you ſhall not find Knights tor 
the tenth County in England, I am perlwaded, 
not a farre ſmaller proportion : Is itchen poſ-> 
ſible that men ſhall believe againſt ſenſe and evi- 
dent demonſtration ,, that che people incline to you ; 
nay that they are not diametrically oppolite and 
bent againſt you ? We read that God, as an ex- 
preſſion of his gracious favour to his Church , hath 
promiſed , that Kings and Queens ſhall be nurſing 
Fathers and Mothers of his Church ; Buc that his 


Church ſhould ſet up new forms, or any forms 
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of triall, to execute «x own Kings and Queens, 
is monſtrous and unknown to Religion, is lefle then 
an idle dream , Tis the fiftion of a dream , and fo 
it will be eſteemed not deducible out of the [a- 
cred Scriptures, defamatory to the Chriſtian profeſſion, 
and the neareſt way to introduce Paganiſme or 
Mabumetaniſme , their Prophet praRiſing ſuch de- 
lufions. So that hereby as Chriſtians is all Europe 
engaged,as Proteſtants all of our beliefe cither in 
this or other Nations. 

The laſt conſideration that impedes the mu- 
ration of the Government is the perſon of the 
King : which we find doth unavoidably mixe 
it ſelf with all the former conſiderations; (o that 
the diſcourſe of the one , will not be without che 
aide of the other. Yet this following hath ſome- 
what more in it. 'Tis This King,luch a King, (0 
conſpicuouſly vertuous and ſufficient ; therefore (ir 
muſt be acknowledged) that hath a right appre- 
henſion and clear viſion of the true | nag of 
Kingſhip , which is the peace and proſperity of his 
people , A Prince of undaunted reſolution and clear 
courage,therefore not indicative, and farre aboye 
baſe revenges. Example me,in any one perſon,of 
any vindication, or diſrepeCt , or injury, that the 
King can be charged with. 

[ie give you many inſtances of his placability 
and readineſs to be reconciled (let me in a ſhort 
parentheſis give you this advertilement;Revenge is 

to 


31) 

to be doubted from the people , not from the 
King, He alone muſt be, can be , your (etucity ; 
upon ſuch a Prince you may rely : )) A Prince of 
exemplary devotion and ſobriety , therefore dear to 
all perſons ſo qualityed, 'Tis This King, duting 
whole happy dayes, (no lelle then 17. years,) 
in which he quietly poſlelt and ruled the Scapere, 
luch an inward tranquility was joyn'd to ſuch a 
wity from without , and both accompaaied 
with ſuch an opulency , that no period of like time, 
with the like felicity , have the former ages deli- 
vered over to us.And it is no impertinent queſtion 
to ask , whether ever any other Nation ever en” 
joyed thelike, I am per{waded (and that upon 
no ill grounds of conjecture,) were ic iathe 
power of the Nation to ele out of the Catalogue 
of all their Kings, the Spirit of which of them 
they would have reſt upon this 5 if they wiſhed 
Hm the fortune of Henry the V. yerthey would 
not refuſe his own wvertues , for the moſt ſugnall 
of any of the former. So notable an imprelſion 
doth the memory of the peaceable pare of his 
Reigne make upon the affections of his people : 
And ſuch an horroww and averſion hath the dil- 
uier chereof wrought in them to any other 
= of rule, that they look upon their tormentour's 
as Saiamanders , that only live and are cheriſhed 
by the flames, that have ſcorched them, ls ic aor 
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Is there not enough done to ſatiate the yanity and 
quench the thirſt after military renown, when you 
have vanquiſhed your Compatriots and fellow Cit. 
tizens,and under ſuch a Prince ? 

Look upon the brink of what a dreadfull pre- 
cipice you arez and let this laſt , and thoſe other 
conſiderations be ſeriouſly revoly'd by you : to 
which being added thoſe weights which your 
own judgement can caſt into the ſcales,undoub- 
redly you will ſee that there is a wide diſtance be- 
eween making a conqueſt over a people , (of 
which their own differences will lay claim to 
the greateſt ſhare, ) and governing them con- 
trary to their own appetites by ſo ſmall a part of 
themſelves 3 and that means are eafilyer found 
and readyer at hand to deſolate and diſorder States , 
then ſuch as ſhall compoſe and rule them, various 
to long ingrafted cuſtoms , and their own incli- 
nations. Inviſa _—_— nunquam retinentur diu. Ha- 
ted rule is never long-lived, Me thinks you can- 
not well avoid the obſeryation that the moit 
perſpicacious and ſagacious perſons of your party, 
who with a wonderfull ſtedfaſtneſs and wndiſ- 
mayedneſs have kept company with you in your 
counſels and affairs , and inthe greateſt hazards 
(ior you have not alwayes been without ſuch,) 
do herein , and 1n this gion , and in this higheſt 
time of your power and proſperity, not only make 
a ſtop, but avowedly withdraw themſelves, and 
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declare dgsinſt ic , no doubt but very evidently 


foreſceing the fatality of ſuch an enormous and wx. 
parallelld attempt. But the imagination that ſome 
have , that this deſigne will be carried on by 
diſpatching the Xing out of the way, excludiag 
the Prince and Duke of York (both now out of the 
realm) and ſetting up the Duke of Glouceſter, un- 
till che people are better ſeaſoned by this new faſhion 
of Government, 1s ſuch a mockery, that ic cannot be 
believed but the moſt parblind widerſtanding will 
ſee all the /hapes of the deſigne, when ic Rtands but 
behind ſo ſlender a thred. This will notdo the 
feat, nor will the people of this age be ſo deluded: 
wherein there are bur” roo many (for the publick 
peace, ) that underſtand Arts and policyes of State, 
or, at leaſt, would have it ſothought. 

Uponthe proſpect of cheſe foregoing conl1+ 
derations , (and there want not others impor- 
eant) draw a ſhort ſtate of the whole affair , and 
it will be thus,or liccle otherwiſe. Ac the preſent, 
you of the Army ftand high; but nakrd,unloved; the 
bulk of the people chat aſlifts you, ſmall ; they are, 
to (peak of, all in one cluſter, che Army; and that 
not all ripe for ſuch deſignes : chrough the King- 
dome they are lo thinly diſſeminated , that the ap- 

earance of them by the eye is ſcarcely diſcer- 
nable , and laſtly, to deal frankly with you, (be- 
cauſe their cemper in your affair will make a 


notable impreſſion, ) for the greater number a 
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vertiginous and giddy generation , that will never 
ſuffer quiet to themſelves, you, nor others, The oppo- 
ſites ro theſe are the moſt prudent-conitituted form 
of Rules the World hath known , a vaſt number 
of people wedded to it; the matter therefore irre- 
concileable; no example friendly to you, all Po- 
tentates made partyes againſt you, the certain diſ- 
union of Scotland with England ; the dammage and 
infamy for the loſle of Ireland , the defamation of 
Chriſtian Religion , more eſpecially of the Prote. 
ſtant Profeſſours, and laſtly the perſon of a moſt 
Excellent Prince, loved, reverenced , and deſired by 
the generality of his people. Beſides all theſe,and 
others that are obvious to the commoneſt un- 
derſtandings; truſt me,no mortall man can have 
a previſion of the future vexations which ſuch a 
Regicide, fach a Parricide will bring to the perſons, 
affairs and deſignments of the Army ; if a progno- 
ſtick may be made by the rules of Reaſon, by the 
conſtant courſe of humane a#tions , by the conjun- 
ftion of the preſent affairs of this Kingdome. It 
is the certain expectation of all ſober men , that. 
Lacob followed not Eſau cloſer by the heel , then 
the Armyes deſtruftion will that of ſuch an inhuy- 
mane aft of violence upon the ſacred Perſon of 
this King. What then,in the name of God,js it that 
hinders you,an{werable to reaſon, ſuitable to duty, 
and agreeable to piety, from making haſt to joyn 
your {elf ro the Law, and to agnize that Prince, 


whom 
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whom the lawes and ordinance of God have 
ſet over you ? Obey then the municipall Law un- 
der which you were born, that hath nouriſhed and 
cheriſhed you 3 reftore it , promote it all you can , 
reverence that Prince , into whole cuſtody God 
hath committed both the Lawes and your ſelf; 
who, I doubt nor, will find it moſt conveniency 
to imploy your ſelf, and the ſobereſt of your party, 
in the eminenteſt adminiſtrations under Him : 
And verily I wiſhit, Nordo I think it in any 
degree reprehenſ1ble for you,or any other to ob- 
ſerve the Phyſicians rule, Accipe dum dolet; take this 
opportunity of the preſent anguiſh of the King and 
Kingdome ; reſtore it to its former habic of quiet 
and peace. There is none that will grudge you tuch 
ſober commodity , as may arrive to you by it, Bur 
with ſuch manner of diſcourſes I will not de- 
tain you, leaft I ſhould thereby mis-leade you 
into a falſe opinion of me. My principles, accord- 
ing to the temper of thele times, are very remote 
from /elf-ſafetyz or to imploy ungenerons flatteryes 
for it. Know thisfaſluredly, that | firmly believe, 
that an eſtabliſhed Magiſtracy is Gods iramediate 
Miniter , nor can it be depoſed by thoſe that owe 
obedience and ſubjeftion to it , without the higheſt 
guilc of impiety, And that this is a verity lo plain- 
ly held forth to us by the ſacred Scriptures , (as an 
ordinance imployed by God, for the maniteſta- 
tion of his power and goodneſs in the _— 
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of humane communion and ſociety, » that the con- 
feientious ſufferers for it may expect a Crown of 
Martyrdame by it. That this Government is a Mo- 
narchy, and his Majeſty the right and lawful! King, 
hath not a colourable objeRion to gainlay it. 
Read theA& of recognition 1 Tacobi calmly done 
by the whole Parliament, and unznimoully pur- 
ſued by the whole Nation , ata ſcafon and op- 

rtunity that might have encoura rerences, 
—_ — ow found. rages it 
wat the lawfutleſs of Regall rule is queſtioned 2 
Search the Scriptures : God it is that owns their 
£ harter-; He it is that gave it them : Per me Reges 
regnant , (Prove8.15+) not per nos: tis no plurality 
they hold by. Where Salomon ſpeaks in the per- 
Fon of the eternall Wiſdom, thereby to advertile us 
of (no doubt) greater reverence and circumſpeFtion. 
God himſelf appoints Moſes the firſt Prince of 
the politick State of the Jews , afrer him Ioſhua, 
&c. Is it the title and hereditary ſucceſſion of 
Kings you look for ? Sec then , God himſelf 
chuſeth Saul 3 afterwards guides the lot, laftly, 
follows the publication and acknowledgement 
of the people. Afterward God rejects that Dynaſty, 
and by eſpeciall command fixeth David, whom, 
by like appointment, Salam ſucceeds: and from 
him continued chat family in the rake, in the 
eldeft ſon of that Farnily. Yet is the perſon fo 
ſacred , fo delicate, that ng violent hand muſt come 
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near to approach it. Whercin are the Scriptures 
more plain and expreſſe then in this particular, 
Touch not mine Anointed? David , before he was a 
King , and perſecuted by a King , whocan (faith 
he) ſtretch forth his hand againſt the Lords Anointed, 
and be gniltleſs *1.Sam.24.5.6. Multitude of texts 
there are thar both jultify the dignity, and enjoyn 
reverence to the perſon. And conformably it hath 
been the avowed dottrine and praftiſe of the 
Church in all ages, even under Eathen Princes. 
Tis an argument too copious for a paper to 
contain the reaſons and inſtances for it, rather 
indeed it is t00 manifeit to be difputed. Hath not 
God couupled the fear due ro Himſelf , with the 
duty of reverence toward the King ? Prov.24.21, 
22. My Son , Fear thou the Lord and the King (in 
conjunction: ) meddle not with them that are given to 
change. Mixe not with ſuch machinators : for a like 
end {hall be to the offendours againſt both , De- 
ſtruttion. 

Sir , my concluſion ſhall be very plain , be- 
cauſe you may thereby be the better aſſured of 
my ſincerity in all the reſt, The ancient conftitutions 
and preſent Lawes of this Kingdome are my in- 
heritance and Birth-right : if any ſhall think to 
impoſe upon me that which is worlethen death, 
which is the profane and daſtardly parting from 
theſe Lawes , I will chule the leſs evill , which 


is Death. I have alſo a rightin King ſhip, the Pro- 
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retour of thoſe to - This is alſo, by a neceſ- 
ſity and conjunction with that other , dearer to 
me then life. And laſtly, in This King is my pre- 
ſent right, and alſo obligations of meſtimable fa- 
vours received from him, I would to God my 
life could be a lacrifice to preſerve his. Could 
you make it an expedient to ſerve that end, truly 
I would pay you more thanks for it , then you 
will allow your felt for all your other merits, 


from thole you haye moſt obliged, and dye 


Your moſt affettionate Friend. 
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POST-SCRIPT. 


SIR, 


Adde this Poſt-ſcript. When with the moſt 

unheard- of and higheſt violation of all Lawes 
humane and divine,of Morality and Sanfity,both 
upon the per/on of the Xing and municipall Lawes 
ot the Kingdome ſo execrable an AF is perpe» 
trated, ler the profit of it to the Actours be ſum- 
med up , ic amounts to nothing more then this, 
That a King is elcaped out of their preſent pol- 
ſeſſion, bur the ſucceeding King obliged by all the 
tyes of Religion, Nature, Duty,and Honourzencou- 
raged with all the «rritations of this Nation , Scot- 
land, and Ireland, fortifyed by the Intereits of all 
Chriſtian Princes and States to animate and aide 
him, for his revenge upon the Aours. Iam not 
guilty of ſo implacable and inverterate malice , as 
to wiſh that the contrivers of this villany might 
purſue a counlell that ſhall draw ſuch ſharp 
revenges and infallible deſtruftion npon them- 
ſelves : But truly I chink that thole who have 
been , orare their verye/t Friends, and who have 
any light of underſtanding or motions. of con- 


ſcience , will never torgive them fo outragious 
a 
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a folly, madneſs, and wickedneſs. I muſt confeſſe 
the preſent proceedings torment me with terrible 
apprebenſions : but truly I cannot make my (elf 
believe, that God will permit the Devil to draw 
Chriftian Proteſtant Profeſſours unto the conſum. 
mation of ſo deteſtable and impious a FaFt, God of 
his infinite mercy prevent it. 


Encloſed in a Letter, thus. 


Sir , 

His ſhort Letter hath no other errand, bit to 

excuſe that longer which is incloſed. I pray 
read it oyer,though it comes from a perſon that 
is not proper to apply himſelf to you;and ufing an 
inſtrument (a perme) not ſuirable to my Genius. 
But believe it ,'tis the extremity of this preſent occa- 
fron excorts it from me, God guide you, and recall 
ponge you are engaged in this horrid proceeding. 
[ reſt, 


SIR, 


Your humble Servant 


Tower, Jan- 15. 1648. 
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A Letter written to his L av v the day 
before his ſuffering. 


My deareft Life , 

M: greateſt care in relation to the World is 

VL for thy dear ſelf : But I beſeech thee that as 
thou haſt never refuſed my advice hitherto , do 
thou now conſummate all in this one. And indeed 
It is ſo important both for Thee, Me , and all our 
Children , that I preſume paſſion ſhall notover- 
rule thy reaſon , nor my requeſt. I beſcech Thee 
again and again , moderate thy apprehenſion and 
ſorrows for me , and preſerve thy ſelf tothe benefit 
of our dear Children, whom God, out of his love 
ro us in Chriſt leſus, hath given us : And ourdear 
Mall (in the caſe ſhe 1s in, ) and our comforts in 
that Family depend entirely upon thy preſervation. 
I pray remember that the occaſion of my Death 
will give Thee more caule to celebrate my me- 
mory With praiſe , rather then to conſider it with 
ſadneſs. God hath commanded my obedience to 
the fifth commandement ; and for aCting that duty 1 
am condemned.God multiply all comforts to thee. 1 
ſhall leave Thee my dear Children : In them 1 live 
with Thee ; and leave Thee to the prote&ion of a 
moſt gracious God. And [ reft 

Thy, 8c 
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Another written the ſame dqy He 
ſuffered. 


My deareſt Life, 


M Y eternall life is in Chriſt Teſss. My worldly 
conſiderations in the higheſt degree Thou 


haſt deſerved. Let me live long here in thy dear 
memory , tothe comfort of my Family , our deay 
Children, vhom God out of mercy in Chrift hath 
beſtowed upon us. I beſeech Thee, take care of 
thy health. Sorrow not unſoberly, wnuſefully, God be 
unto Thee better then an Husband ; and to m 
Children better then a Father, I am ſure , He is able 
to be ſo; | am confident He is gracioully pleaſed 
to beſo, God be with Thee , my moſt wertuous 
Wife , God — many comforts ta Thee and 
my Children,is the tervent prayer of 


Thy, &c, 
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eA Letter to «M'.E.S. from a reverend 


and grave Divine, _ 


SIR, 


[ Hope this paper will find you upon your re- 
covery. Y ou have my dayly and hearty prayers 
for it,not ſo much for your own ſake(for I doubt 
not but it would be much better for you, in re- 
gard of your /eif, to be diſſolved and be with Chriſt) 
but in the behalf of the Church, your friends, and 
pocr Family : to which notwichſtanding be aſſured, 
God will be mercifull , howſoever he diſpoſeth 
of you,cither for this life,or for a better. Bur if you 
live (as I pray and hope you will) you ſhall do 
very well to write the life and death of that No- 
ble Lord and Bleſſed Martyr , who profeſſed at 
his death,that be dyed for the fifth Commandement: & 
to dye inthe defence, & for the teftimony of any 
Divine truth , is truly and properly to be a Martyr, 

That which I can contribute towards this 
work is,tocommunicate ſome few obſeryations 
I made of him and from him , before and after 
his Condemnation, I was ſeverall times with him, 
and alwayes found him in a very chearfull and 
well-compoſed temper of mind ; proceeding from 
true Chriſtian grounds, and not trom a Roman reſo- 


lution only , (as his enemyes are pleaſcd to [peak 
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of _ He told me often, It was the good God 
hee 


cved , andthe good Cauſe he had (erved for, 
that made him notto fear death : adding, he had 
never had the temptation of ſo much as a 
thought , to check him for his engagement in this 
quarrel! : for he took it for his Crown and Glory; 
and wiſhed he hada greater ability , and berter 
fortune to engage in it. 

After his Condemnation , and the afternoon be- 
fore his /uffering,we were a great while in private 
rogether: when, bewailing with that ſenſe which 
became a true (and not deſpairing) penitent , the 
ſins of his life paſt ; the greateſt he could remem.- 
ber was his voting my Lord of Straffords death : 
which though (as he ſaid) he did without any 
malice atall, yet he confeſſed it to be a very great 
Sin, and that he had done it out of a baſe fear 
(they were his own words) of a prevailing party: 


| adding, that he had very often and very heartily 


repented of it , and was confident of Gods Pardon 
for it. Then hetold me, he had agreat deſire to 
receive the Bleſſed Sacrament (lo he called it) be- 
fore he dyedthe next morning : asking what 
Divine of the Kings party I would recommend to 
him.l replyed , that (though many were more 
worthy, yet) none would be more willing to do 
him thar ſervice then my ſelf. Which he accepting 
very kindly , cold me he durſt nor deſire it , for 
fear ir might be ſome danger to me. Alter this, 
and 
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and ſome conference in order to his preparation, 
both for his viaticum and his voyage , the Sacra. 
ment and his death 3 he deſired me to pray with 
him. Which after I had performed, and promiſed 
ro be with him by ſeven the next morning , I 
left him for that time to his own devotions. 

The next day I was there at the time aſligned: 
and after ſome ſhort conference in order to the 
preſent occaſion, he deſired me to hear him pray: 
which he did for half an hour in an excellent 
method, very apt expreſſions,and molt ſtrong, hearty, 
and paſſionate affettions : Firſt confeſſing and be- 
wailing his ſins with ſtrong Cryes and Tears, 
then humbly and moſt earneſtly deſiring Gods 
Mercy through the merits of Chriſt only. Secondly, 
for his dear Wife and Children, with ſome paſſion, 
bur for her eſpecially, with molt ardent affe&tions: 
recommending them to the Divine providence 
with great confidence and aflurance 3 and defi- 
ring for them rather the bleſſings of a better life, 
then of this. Thirdly, for the Kmp , Church, and 
State, and laſtly, for his entmyes, with almoſt the 
ſame ardour and affection. After this ſending for 
my Lord of Norwich and S*. John Owen , I read 
the whole Office of the Church for good Friday:and 
then , after a ſhort Homily L uſed for the preſent 
occaſion , we received the Sacrament. In which 
action he behaved himſelf with great humility, 


zeal,and devstion. And being demanded after we 
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had done , how he "Ar himſelf; he replyed, 
very much better, ſtronger , and chearfuller for that 
heavenly repaſt ; and that he doubted not to walk 
like a Chriſtian through the vale of death, in the 
Nrength of it.But he was to have an agony before 
his paſſion , and that was the parting with his 
V/V ife,eldeſt Son,Son in Law,two of his Uncles ,and 
Sr, T:: C: eſpecially the parting with his moſt 
dear Lady , which indeed was the ſaddeſt SpeFtacle 
that ever I beheld. ln which occaſion he could 
not chuſe but confeſſe a little of humane frailty;yet 
even then he did not forget both co Comfort and 
Counſell her , and the reſt of his friends. Parcicu- 
larly,in bleſſing the Young Lord, he commanded 
him never to revenge his death, though ic ſhould 
be in his power: the like he ſaid unto his Lady. 
He told his Son he would leaye him a Legacy out 
of Davids Pſalmes,and that was this, Lord, lead me 
in a plain path.For , Boy, (ſaid he) I would have 

you a plain honeſt man,and hate diſſimulation. 
After this, with much ado I per{waded his 
Y/Vife , and the reſt ro be gone, and then being 
all alone with me, he ſaid , DoFtoyr , the hardeſt 
part of my work in this world is new paſt, 
meaning the parting with his //ife. Then he 
deſired me to pray preparatively to his death , that 
in the laſt ation he might ſo behave himſelf, 
as might be moſt for Gods Glory, for the endear- 
ing ot his Dead Maſters memory, his preſent Maſters 
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fervice 3 and that he might avoid the doing or 
ſaying of any thing which might ſavour either 
of vanity 5 or ſullenneſs. This rho done, they 
were all carried to Sir Robert Cottons Houſe . 
where I was with him, cill he was called unto 
the Scaffold , and would have gone up with 


him , but the Guard of Soldiers would not 
\uffer me. 


Precious in the ſight of the Lord is the death of his 
Saints, Pſalm 116.15, 

The righteous ſhall be in everlaſting remembrance : 
He ſhall not be afraid of any evill tidings; His heart is 
fixed,truſting mthe Lord.Plalm 112.6-7, 

Rejoyce ye in that day , and leap for joy, for behold 
your reward is great in Heaven , for in the ike manner 
did their Fathers to the Prophets. Luke 6.23. 

I ſaw under the Altar the ſouls of them that were 
ſlain for the word of Gd, and for the T:ſtimony which 
they beld. And they cryed with a loud cooyce , ſaying, 
How long O Lord, Holy and True, doſt thou not avenge 
our bloud un them that dwell on the earth? And white 
robes Were given unto every one of them. and it was ſaid 
unto them , that they ſhould reit yet for a little ſeaſon, 
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wntill their fellow-Servants alſo , and their Brethren, 
that ſhould be killed as they Were , ſhould be fulfilled. 
Revel. 6.9,10,18. | 

They overcame Him by the bloud of the Lamb and 
by the word of their Teſtimony , and they loved not their 
lives unto the death. Revel. 12.17. 

T heard a voice from Heaven, ſaying unto me, Write, 
bleſſed are the dead which dye in the Lord, from bence- 
forth, yea, ſaith the Spirit , that they may reſt from their 
labours:and their works do follow them.Revel. 14.13. 
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